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CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME 2008/9
MONDAY 22ND DECEMBER 
RALLY at Muirmill Equestrian Centre, Symington. Although this rally has a games theme it is open to all Eglinton PC members; numbers will be limited, so first come, first serve.  Rally starts with flatwork and small jumps then there will be a selection of games.  Good fun!  Morning session: 10-12am (Be there for 9.45am please). For experienced ponies/riders e.g. over 15/Senior/Junior A etc.   Afternoon session: 1-3pm (Be there for 12.45pm please). For novice ponies/riders e.g. for any age from lead rein upwards.  Canteen will be open. Charge £10, £8 per additional family member.  Send rally slip to Organiser Ros Evans 01294-607143.
TUESDAY 23rd DECEMBER
DAY RALLY at Rowallan Equestrian Centre. Tuition on flat work, jumping and horse and pony care. Canteen will be open all day.  £10 charge, £8 per additional family member. Fill in slip on last page. Ride times available from the website.   Organiser Julia Kerr – 07754-487761.
SATURDAY 27TH DECEMBER
MOCK HUNT at Rowan Hill Farm, Symington.   This will count towards the hunting badge.   The time and where to park will be on the website.   Only the first 30 members will be allowed to take part, so fill in your rally slip and send to Julia ASAP.   The cost will be £10 which must be sent in with your rally slip.   Please check the website on the day as bad weather might cause cancellation.
FRIDAY 2ND JANUARY 
DAY RALLY at Rowallan Equestrian Centre. Tuition on flat work, jumping and horse and pony care. Canteen will be open all day. Charge £10, £8 per additional family member. Fill in slip on last page. Ride times available from the website or by phoning: 07754-487761. Organiser Julia Kerr.  Christine Jamieson will be organising work on the Points of the Horse Badge at the rally, please phone Christine if you want to take the badge – 01563-830818.
SATURDAY 3RD JANUARY
IT’S A KNOCKOUT at Muirmill Equestrian Centre.  Games on foot 11.00-1.00pm.  All ages, friends and parents welcome!  £2 per person.  The canteen will be open all day.

TUESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY
DAY RALLY at Rowallan Equestrian Centre. Rally will be split into rides at different times. Tuition on flat work, jumping and horse and pony care. Canteen will be open all day. Charge £10, £8 per additional family member. Fill in slip on last page. Ride times available from the website or by phoning 07754-487761.  Organiser Julia Kerr.   We will be having a Parents Meeting at lunch time.
RALLY SLIPS MUST BE RECEIVED AT LEAST 1 WEEK BEFORE THE RALLY OR 
YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND.

D.C’S WORD
Winter has come early.   Unfortunately, it meant the cold weather hindered our team show jumping at Rowallan.   Many thanks to those of you who braved the cold to man the rings etc., many of you doing all day.   Several competitors were late, due to the weather.   If it’s a cold night, allow extra time for your journey. 
We started 20minutes late, which built up to an hour late, but Stephen, our course builder, used a two phase for the Dengie - if you are clear after the first 8 jumps, you continue on with the timed jump off .   This saved us 50 minutes, so we finished nearly on time, spurred on by Mr. R. S. Noble OBE.   This honour was conferred on Robert recently at the investiture at Buckingham Palace, by H.M. The Queen, who knew all about the Eggy team!
Your membership renewal form is enclosed, don’t forget to send it in and fill in the gift aid. 

 We hope to run another team SJ at Ingleston Stud on 22nd. Feb. (so watch this space).

Regretfully we have had to accept the resignation of Nan Paton from the Committee.   We all thank her for all the years of hard work she has put in, and wish her every success in retirement.

Julia reports that turnout at rallies is now very good, and that you are all a pleasure to work with!    WELL DONE.

Do any senior members / parents?  want instruction on the trailer test? If so, e-mail Julia – Julia.Broomhill@yahoo.co.uk 

Would you like to receive your PC newsletter by e-mail?   If so, fill in the enclosed form, which must be countersigned by a parent if the e-mail address is in the members’ name. 

Committee have decided to appoint all trainers in all of the disciplines.   Danny Wilson will oversee and appoint riders to the appropriate teams for games, until the competitions start, when he must revert to his main role as PC Games HQ Committee Representative in Scotland.   Danny has vast experience of mounted games, and for several years trained the senior B team, before HQ got hold of him.   Karen Burns will take over the A team, and Wum Dodds will act as coordinator, to try to give you as much notice of events /  help with transport to reduce the costs etc.   Again, watch this space for more details...or the web site.
Amanda Hammersley will coordinate the dressage training.   It is proposed to offer training by several instructors over the year.   Wum Dodds will continue training the SJ, and appointing the teams.   Aly Boswell will continue with Eventing training and teams.   Karen Ritchie will be responsible for Tetrathlon.

We hope to have news about a new date for the Turnberry Horse Trials, and possibly a new PC HT.    Auchinleck HT will be on July 25th. and 26th.    Camp will follow 27th. to 30th, and possibly a PC event after that.    Again watch for more details.

Good luck to those taking part in the C+ test on 20th December.   This really is the stepping stone to the B test.

Martyn Pawson.  D.C.
NOTICES
· SUBSCRIPTIONS are due on the 1st January. The cost is £50 per member.   Family membership, where there are more than 2 members in one family, is charged at £125 regardless of the number of children in the family. Plus £2 for postage and rally levy of £10 per member, £8 per additional family member.   Please complete and send the enclosed subscription renewal form and complete the section on gift aid.
· Show Jumping tuition   Wum Dodds is arranging Show Jumping Tuition, so if you are                                interested please phone him 01292-571220.
· GAMES TRAINING will start again as usual on the third week in January but the venue has not yet been arranged.   Come along and have a go at games.   For further information phone Wum Dodds 01292-571220.
· TETRATHLON is a really super event and it would be great to be able to put more teams forward in the future so, please, anyone wanting a go, looking for advice or requiring shooting practice, contact Karen Ritchie 01292-541231 or kyritchie@tiscali.co.uk.   Schedules for competitions are available on the Scottish Tetrathlon website www.tetrathlon.org.uk.
· Horse & pony care (stable management) – anyone who wishes to have tuition on Horse and Pony Care - ideal preparation for tests - should contact Julia Kerr on www.Julia.broomhill@yahoo.co.uk.
· ROAD SAFETY TEST.   Anyone who wants to take the Pony Club Road Safety Test please       phone Frances Pearson 01505-850279.
· EGLINTON PC SWEATSHIRTS, POLO SHIRTS AND RUGBY SHIRTS can be ordered from Helen Speirs 01294-823453.   Helen can only send for the shirts when she has 10 ordered, as they have to be printed specially.   
WHO’S WHO 2008/2009
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District Commissioner

Martyn Pawson 
01560-322609 
eglintonpc@googlemail.com
Assistant D.C.


Aly Boswell
01290-551517
alyboswell@aol.com
Treasurer


Katrina Geddes
01655-740345

Secretary


Anne Pawson
01560-322609
eglintonpc@googlemail.com
Membership Secretary

Helen Speirs
01294-823453
Committee:  Julia Kerr (Chief Instructress 01563-830960), Robert Noble (Games & SJ 01294-850260), William Dodds (S.J. & Games 01292-571220), Christine Jamieson (Badges 01563-830818), Frances Pearson (Road Safety 01505-850279), Karen Ritchie (Tetrathlon 01292-541231) Ros Evans, Andrew Hunter, Amanda Hammersley and Danny Wilson.
NEWS

Tests

The following members all passed their tests.
D Test  Hazel Kirk and Heather Veitch.
D+ Test  Zara Wardrop, Christopher Liechti, Eildh Jack, Molly Paterson, Lauren McWade and Fiona Scott.   
Road Safety

Harris Ritchie, Katie Ritchie, Elspeth Jamieson and Jack Hassard all passed their Road Safety Badge.

C+ Test:
Tests above C test have to be organised a little differently as we have to use examiners from outside our own Branch.  We also need cross country jumps.  We hope to hold one in 2009.
The B Test is a very high standard and is acknowledged by the BHS and many professional bodies as being an indication that the candidate has a high standard of riding and general horse management ability.   We also hope to hold a B Test in 2009.   Anyone interested in stable management tuition please ring Julia Kerr 01563-830960.
Winter Triathlon Series
The first competition of four took place in Annan, Dumfries on the 09.11.08

Eglinton Hunt PC had three participants -

Antonia Craig competed in the mini mini girls section and came 8th in the shooting, 12th in the run and a very credible 4th in her 2 minute swim. This was Antonia’s 1st time at a Triathlon event and she finished in overall 7th place, a fantastic way to start!

Christopher Leichti competed in the junior boys section, a step up for him this term which meant that he had to go from shooting two handed to one. He was 7th in his shooting, 7th in the run and did a personal best in his swim of 5 and half lengths. He finished 7th place overall out of approx 19 competitors. Well done Christopher!

Harris Ritchie competed in the minimus girls section and came  3rd in her shoot, 3rd in the run, 4th in her swim and finished in 2nd place overall.

The next event in this series is at Aberdeen.   Although quite a distance away it is well worth the travel for any budding triathlete out there.   The next competition dates after that are Glenrothes on 10.01.09 and Boness on 01.02.09.   Schedules will be available on www.tetrathlon.org.uk at a later date (Aberdeen schedule available now).

These are terrific competitions and a good opportunity to meet children from other clubs in Scotland.

Any body wishing to take part in these events, just looking for advice or wishing some shooting practice can contact Karen Ritchie at 01292 541231.

AREA TEAMS 2008
DRESSAGE AT INGLISTON

This was completed under very difficult circumstances for the Open and Intermediates in the indoor school with a building site at one end. The Novice Challenge teams were in the outdoor schools. We had three Intermediate teams and one Novice Challenge team.

Open
Claire Geddes was 3rd individual.

Intermediate
Harriet Tan and Kilmoylan Buddy won her arena and Megan McNutt and Freya won her arena, they both qualified for The Championships. 

The team of Megan, Euan Hammersley, Neah Evans and Mary Pearson were third.

Junior

There were two Junior Dressage Teams – Elspeth Jamieson (who was first in her arena), Charlie Hazlem, Harris Ritchie and Flora Ferguson who were the second team overall.   And Harmen Lindsay, Samantha Gemmell, Sarah Gemmell and Katie Ritchie (who was 5th in her arena) who were the third team overall.   A very successful day!

SHOW JUMPING AT INGLISTON
We had nobody jumping the Open but three teams entered for the Intermediate.

The Open and Intermediate jumping were in a very small ring with poor going and a strong wind to contend with. Only two teams completed in the Intermediate competition.
Intermediate
Stephanie Lynch qualified as an individual.

The team of Megan, Euan, Neah and Mary were second but only one team qualified.

Junior
We had three teams forward.   Eglinton Hounds of Charlie Hazlem and Dan, Cecile Dodds and The Strawberry Kid, Katie Ritchie and Blue and Harris Ritchie and Buster.   This team was 7th overall.   They were extremely unlucky not to be placed as there was only one team carrying zero faults and 6 teams finishing on 4 faults and, unfortunately, Eglinton Hounds were the slowest 4 faulters.   A very tight competition!
Eglinton Cubs of Lauren McWade and Toffee, Elspeth Jamieson and Ollie, Rachel Scott and Pepper and Harmen Lindsay and Jester.   They finished 8th overall carrying 8 faults.

Eglinton Foxes of Christopher Liechti and Cayenne, Tiffany Targell-Worth and Rhapsody, Robyn Donaghue and Piglet and Sophie Targell-Worth.   Unfortunately, this team was eliminated but they had a great day and enjoyed the experience.
EVENTING
The Open Eventing was held at Hendersyde with only Sastre Lawrence competing, but after her dressage she decided the going between fences was so bad on the cross country course she withdrew.

Intermediate
Two teams made the trip to Cumwhinton to take part in the area intermediate horse trials event. The going was very good considering the BE event at the same venue one week earlier had been cancelled due to ground conditions! Stephanie Lynch, Anna Houston, Kathryn Shaw and Robyn Irvine made up one team. This team were not placed, however, Stephanie was placed 5th in her arena.

The other team of Megan McNutt, Mary Pearson, Neah Evans and Euan Hammersley found themselves with only three members when Megan’s horse hurt herself. The team finished 2nd but did not qualify for the champs as only eleven teams started (twelve would have allowed them to qualify). Euan and Neah finished 2nd and 3rd in their arenas and qualified for Draycott House. Well done to team members and thank you to various trainers
 Championships both Neah and Euan went very well, including a double clear from Neah and one SJ down and clear XC from Euan.   Both missed top ten places but put in excellent performances.   Neahs second time and Euans first time there.   The XC was up to height and the competition was very competitive!

Novice
The competition was held at Tyninghame with two Eglinton teams.  Eglinton Foxes – Samantha Ferguson, Hamish McIntosh, Claire Gaffney and Brogan White.   Eglinton Hounds – Katie Pearson, Lucy Ferguson, Clare Watson and Kirsty McMillan who were placed 5th. 
Junior
The Junior Competition was also held at Tyninghame on the 29.6.08.   The team went through the night before and had a great barbeque!   The team was Harris Ritchie (1st in her dressage), Charlie Hazlem, Chelsea Gaffney and Elspeth Jamieson (1st in her dressage).   The team were placed 4th overall but Harris Ritchie was 1st in her arena and Charlie Hazlem 5th in his arena.   Individuals were Katie Ritchie and Harmen Lindsay who were, unfortunately, unplaced but who had a terrific experience and were superb support to the team, along with Jack Hassard who had travelled through to watch.
TETRATHLON AT AUCHINLECK
Whilst the number of entrants for the Area Tetrathlon were extremely disappointing (especially from Eglinton Hunt pony club itself!), the two days were thoroughly enjoyed by all competitors.

One of the strongest competitors in the Open Girls section is usually our own Heather Ridland but unfortunately her horse Spring was out of action but both Heather and Jane Geddes did a sterling job in the scoring.                                                            Individual Results                                     Intermediate Girls     Neah Evans - 4th overall    Intermediate Boys    Euan Hammersley - 2nd overall Minimus Boys     Christopher Liechti - 2nd, Jack Hassard - 3rd and Michael Craig - 4th overall    Minimus Girls      Harris Ritchie 3rd overall         Team Results                                                       Unfortunately Eglinton Hunt only managed to field one team in the whole competition and that was the Minimus Boys who were 1st.   They won a fabulous shield.   WELL DONE BOYS!!!
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Thanks to Tina, Julia, Margaret, Gordon and Helen who were the main people organising Camps at Auchinleck Estate this year.   Also, of course, thanks go to Aly and James Boswell for allowing us to use Auchinleck Estate as the venue.
· PONY CLUB SENIOR CAMP 2008 was a great success with 39 members enjoying the wonderful weather and great instruction and the fun and games of course.   As, unfortunately, Auchinleck British Eventing two day competition had to be cancelled due to the dreadful rain and mud, the whole cross country course had not been used.   Aly allowed us to use the whole course which was really good, as usually we can only use a few of the jumps.  We were very lucky that the weather and ground conditions improved so much.   Let’s hope we are as lucky next year!
Junior Camp 22nd – 24th July 2008

The best week of the whole holidays - in more ways than one! 

The weather was glorious, the children were brilliant and the ponies were superb and as for the parents and instructors….. They were sunburned! Now that does make a change!

[image: image8.wmf]We didn’t have a single spare moment once we’d packed in; dressage, orienteering, fancy dressed musical rides, pairs jumping, cross country practice over our fab new junior jumps and a visit from the best trained gundogs any of us had ever met and the brilliant, and fiercely competitive Dog Show! 

Oh, I almost forgot the highlight of the week when the annual trip to the water jump reach new height with the inaugural ‘DUCK RACE’. 

· [image: image9.wmf]Winner of the Dirtiest child competition  - Antonia Craig

·  Runner up Elspeth Jamieson.

All good clean fun, I can’t wait for next year!

Julia

GAMES 

Senior “A” Games Team
This year’s season for the senior A team was a bit like a rollercoaster with good and bad runs.  We were 2nd again at the Area which still qualified us for the Zone final at Newcastle.    This was another wet competition where we had a not so good day, but still qualified for the pony club championships.   At the championships we had a good run but found we didn’t have the pace of the other clubs.   On the whole it was a learning curve for some of the members which should allow them to be better for next year.   Many thanks to both parents and the girls for their time and dedication throughout the year.    
Nan Paton
SENIOR B GAMES TEAM 2008
The main core of the B team was: Zoe Dodds and Willow, Hamish MacKintosh and Millie, Rachael Scott and Pepper and Elise Harker and Toby.   The team helped by Katie Pearson and Tiny managed to win the friendly at East Stirling. They were second, helped by Caitlyn Cunningham and Jupiter at The Area at Kirkintilloch and qualified for The Highland Show and The Zones.   The team underperformed at The Highland but they enjoyed competing there and learnt through the experience. Unfortunately there were no spaces for them at Cheshire so we tried to go to The Royal Lancashire Show but it was rained off at the last minute.   They rode very well at The Zones in Newcastle aided by Tiffany Targell-Worth and Cocoa, half way through the competition they were a few points in the lead.   Sadly, it could not last but they still ended up 4th = with the A team and Rockwood Harriers. After a run-off they were 6th which qualified them for the Championships.   Unfortunately, Elise decided to concentrate on Show Jumping so Chelsea Gaffney and Harley stepped into the breach.   They ended up 13th at the Championships which was disappointing but it was great to be there competing and the first time for Zoe and Rachel. We had quite a good run at Blair where we made the High Road, a good way to finish the season.   We were helped along the way by Caitlyn Dodds and Chief, Tyler McWilliams and Cocoa, Louise and Polo, Robyn Marshall and Clover and ponies: Rosie, Coffee, Petra and Promise.  The children did brilliantly well this season but I think they were all frustrated with having so many changes to the team. Onwards and Upwards to 2009!

Frances Pearson

Senior C and Junior A Games reports will be in the next Newsletter
Junior B and C Games Teams
The season began with the Junior B's Alice Scott on Muffy, Calum Leach on Charlie, Fionnulla Kerr on Dolly, Robyn Donoghue on Piglet and Rhianna Marshall on Cherry.  The season began well especially for those new to games this year Calum, Fionnulla and Robyn.  Robyn moved on to the Junior A's and the B's continued with 4 members.  Muffy had some return speed problems, Rhianna had a stretching issue, Dolly sometimes had a direction deviation and Charlie was very, very cheeky!!  Any experience lacked by the team members was more than made up for by shear determination.  Each outing saw an improvement from this plucky crew.   Extremely well done.  As the season progressed our numbers began to swell and we had the emergence of the Junior C Team with Neve Donoghue on Belle, Antonia Craig on Keeta, Lulu Wareham on Pandora and guest appearances from Heather Veitch on Pixie and Tasha Fountain on Coco, Natasha McKee on Beth and Daisy Galbraith on Tiny.  The C's did incredibly well and again improved with each outing.  Indeed at our last competition at Blair Castle both teams finished in the 'mid road', a great achievement by all.  Very well done everybody and the other clubs had better be on their toes as our B's and C's prepare for the   

Season ahead.









Veronica Dodds
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YOU MUST HAVE SLIPS IN 1 WEEK BEFORE THE RALLY TO BE ACCEPTED.
· Rally Slip - Please cut off and return with rally fee to:  Julia Kerr, Broomhill Cottage, Tarbolton Road, Dundonald, Ayrshire KA2 9AR.   Let Julia know if you change your mind about attending – Julia.Broomhill@yahoo.co.uk    Make cheques for rallies payable to 'Eglinton Pony Club'

Rowallan Rally – 23rd December - £10 for first family member, £8 per additional member.
Name(s) Attending: ……………………………………………………………………………

MOCK HUNT – 27th DECEMBER - £10 each.

Name(s) Attending: ……………………………………………………………………………
Rowallan Rally - 2nd January - £10 for first family member, £8 per additional member.
Name(s) Attending: ……………………………………………………………………………

Rowallan Rally – 10th February - £10 for first family member, £8 per additional member.
Name(s) Attending: ………………………………………………………………………
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

YOU MUST HAVE SLIPS IN 1 WEEK BEFORE THE RALLY TO BE ACCEPTED.
Rally Slip – Please cut off and return with rally fee to Ros Evans, Little Laught Farm, Saltcoats, Ayrshire KA21 6NG.   Make cheques for rallies payable to Eglinton Pony Club.
Muirmill Rally – 22nd December - £10 for first family member, £8 per additional member.

Name(s) Attending: ……………………………Age…….Experienced or Novice……………..
Pony Name……………….Age….Height……Experienced or Novice………………………

Preferred session am or pm…….Telephone No………….email…………………………….

Address……………………………………………………………………

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you would like to have your Newsletter sent to you by email in future, please get your parents to give their permission by signing below.   We need your parent’s permission if the email address is in your own name and not your parents.  Could you please also enter your email address so we can check we have the correct address? 
Name…………………………………and email address…......................................
Parents Signature……………………………………

Send to Anne Pawson, Waterhaughs, Darvel, KA17 0EJ or to Anne.Pawson@gmail.com
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