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C + and B Test Candidates…………….

An Examiner’s Eye View
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Pony Club Exams are fairly strict, and as a result they are taken seriously within the Equestrian industry and the world of Equestrian Employment. 

Pony Club test achievement can open doors for you!

Examiners really do want you to pass. But it can make a big difference if you know what they’re looking for.

Here are some tips that might help.

For the Stable Management section…….

Allow plenty of time to get to your exam.
Dress in a smart, but practical, way.
Brush up on how to groom, which brushes you should use and remember to make sure you know the theory behind what you are doing and why. Practice answering out loud ( but make sure your brother’s not listening)

Skip out a stable if you are going to be talking to an examiner in there.  

Remember to untie a horse before you handle his head. (incase he gets scared and pulls back)

Examiners have a love-hate relationship with gloves. (They love them when you’re riding but hate them if you’re doing anything fiddly) - pointedly take them off before handling any horse and show off by putting them back on if you’re asked to lead a strange horse/pony.
Some other areas that will definitely come up in the exam are:
· Bandages -  used less now than when the pony club was founded but there is still a strong case for being able to use them correctly. Practice putting them on and ask someone to watch you and ask some questions. It can be fiddly and takes a bit of practice. 

· Rugging up - Find a good safe way that works for you and get into the habit of doing it that way at home so that it becomes 2nd nature to you. Be aware of different ideas and ways of putting rugs on but defend your chosen method with evidence and conviction.

· Feeding - Examiners adore grams and kilograms. Learn the Recommended daily amounts for a 14.2hh pony and spout it out
· and know roughly what it looks like  they’ll be delighted

· Saddlery – be prepared to talk about saddle fitting. Show an understanding of different types of saddles and the importance of correctly fitting tack and be able to explain what this would look like for a saddle, bridle and double bridle – they will probably ask you about curb chains -  ~ don’t worry the answers are all in the manual of horsemanship Swot up  - and remember about lip straps!
· Horse and pony care – they will probably ask you what you would look for in the perfect scenario. What size of field you should have, how water should be provided, what type of fencing, bedding, feeding and hay / haylage you would choose. 
As this is an oral exam you do need to speak clearly and with conviction. It is worth getting together with your pals or sending texts asking one another questions and discussing different answers…. Things are not always black and white.

I hope this helps, best of luck Julia

Incase of emergency 

text 07754487761
