Regional Junior Tetrathlon – 20th-21st June 2009

On 19th June 23 Scottish Junior Tetrathlon competitors and their 54 supporters set off for Thornton Watlass in North Yorkshire to take part in the Junior Regional Competition, hosted by Northern England Region – and what a weekend it was! There were 115 competitors all together with teams from Northern Ireland, ROI, Eastern England, Central England and Wales and Borders. Boys made up 45 competitors with 9 teams and the girls 70 with 14 teams.
Christopher Liechti and Michael Craig had been picked from Eglinton Hunt PC to compete in the Scottish teams. We all arrived on Friday night and setup the Scottish camp of boxes, trailers, tents and caravans with the “Scottish Office” right in the middle. There were Saltires adorning most boxes, ponies with thistles spray painted on and children wearing very smart Scottish kit that had been handed out at the last training session – all adding up to a very “teamy” event.
The first event of the weekend after setting up tents, settling ponies in stabling, grabbing quick plate of pasta was to take part in the “games”. All the teams were divided up into mixed country teams and the games began – all setting the tone for the competitive but sporting atmosphere over the whole weekend.
Saturday morning we travelled to Bedale Leisure Centre for the shooting discipline. Christopher Liechti shot a good 720 and Michael Craig 800 (with a very silly 2 in it!). The other Scottish A team members shot very well, 920, 920, 880 and 880 – putting Scotland A first after the first event.  Callum Fletcher and Callum Gray were awarded individual 3rd rosettes for this performance. Swimming was next, Christopher swam a fantastic 7 lengths and 20 metres and Michael managed 10 lengths and 7 metres amid huge support poolside. The other Scotland A team members managed 8 lengths plus which put Scotland A second going into the Saturday evening. Michael’s swim was awarded an individual third rosette.
Thornton Watlass marquee was the venue for “Northern Tetrathlon’s Got Talent”, disco and Hog Roast. Scotland dressed in kilts and saltires were piped into the marquee making quite an entrance and went on to win the NT Got Talent with a rendition of the Eightsome Reel to the Proclaimers – good fun.

Sunday we got down to the serious stuff of the cross country event. The course was super. It was a BE Intro course with lots of combinations set at sharp and offset angles, trucainers, dry stone dykes, skinny’s, water, L’s and lots of newly planted flowers – it had it all. Christopher set off on his new horse Molly and completed the course with 762 points. Michael followed incurring one refusal (at an easy jump!) and a fall due to Bally not enjoying him shutting the gate with such a bang which unfortunately also led to time penalties – he completed the course with 1154. Both boys really enjoyed the course. Three other boys in Scotland A managed clear with 1400 points each and the other 1270 with an L and a refusal.
At this point the scoring slowed down due to a horrible accident at the gate. The competitors horse also didn’t like shutting the gate and air ambulance had to be called. News by end of the competition was better.

The run was the final event, 1500m over very pretty parks in front of the Hall. Christopher managed a fantastic 5.33 with 1035 points and Michael 5.25 and 1075 points. The other boys in the Scotland A team managed 5.07, 5.10, 5.54 and 6.26. ROI boys really dominated this discipline with 5 boys running a sub 5 minute time – fantastic!
The final results were as follows:

Boys Team

1st ROI – B

18633points

2nd Wales and Borders
18538points

3rd ROI –A

17886points

4th Scotland A

17876points

Individual results:

Michael Craig – 19th
Christopher Liechti – 38th
Other Scottish Results

Scotland A

Callum Gray – Captain
16th


Callum Fletcher

17th
Jamie Paisley

10th
Michael Craig

19th
Donald Voas

33rd
Scotland B

Christopher Liechti
38th
Chris Burnett

36th
Robbie Beatyman
44th
Plus 2 Northern Members

Scottish Girls submitted 3 teams, A, B and C.

1st ROI –B
2nd Scotland A

3rd Wales and Borders

4th Scotland B

9th Scotland C

Stop Press – Jo Muir won the individual, Elidh Prise 4th, Iona Brodie 9th and Eleanor Robertson 10th.

