Pony Club Championships 2009 – EGLINTON -Junior Reserve Champions!

Who would have thought at the beginning of the season, with our very young junior team we would return from the Championships as reserve champions? 

Well done to the champions Banwell! They are a brilliant team and were deserved winners but they had a fight on their hands all the way to the line, with us just in second place and last years winners Oakley Hunt West in third.

Travelling all the way to Derbyshire in our bid for glory was always going to be a marathon, but our championship day started badly when we actually managed to mislay two Eglinton children (non team members) together with two ponies, one of which was the all important team pony Snowflake! 

Faced with missing children is every parent's nightmare and no-one could understand how they had managed to just disappear. It took a search team and a very anxious hour before they were found by the helpful Pony Club officials. 

While the adults worried about the missing children, the team members were more worried that Snowflake had vanished! - Not the best of starts to an important day, but huge thanks to the search team and great relief all round when they were found!

Our next disaster came towards the end of our qualifying session – we needed to finish in the top 6 out of 12 to even reach the Championship finals. We had one heat left and were nearly last with only 12 points. 

Normally at this stage in a competition we would hope to be sitting on around 40 points! so to say “not good” would be a huge understatement! Several other trainers were busy doing the maths to see who could get that vital last place for the Championship finals and a number of teams were battling for it. 

Our only glimmer of hope would be to win both the heat and the final race. While others talked of run-offs, Eglinton came from nowhere and won the vital final race points. 

So, by the skin of our teeth we were in the final. - The only Scottish team to get that far and a huge achievement by itself.

We start each season with around 400 Pony Club teams – many of whom have never reached the Championships let alone the Finals! As Trainer I was left to contemplate how tired our children and their ponies were – the Scottish teams really are at a disadvantage   from the sheer miles involved and the toll this takes.

However, we were into the Finals – albeit as underdogs - we had nothing to lose and just had to come out fighting. We have all seen the other excellent teams from England, Ireland & Wales in action during the season and we knew it would be difficult, with their fast ponies (and lots of them!) military style training & discipline and supersonic jockeys, we looked rather like a non-league football team taking on Liverpool!

Our ponies may not be the fastest – or youngest - but bless them, they seem to know when it's important and pull out all the stops, running as fast as their little legs can carry them – just to keep up – and soon we had Banwell & Oakley wondering what they had to do to shake us off!

We fought to the line in every race until the brilliant Oakley team were beaten, but we just couldn't overcome the eventual winners and Champions – Banwell.

Delighted, shattered, and surprised by their achievement, the children told me just before the official result was announced that if there was to be a run-off or a few more races they could have won! They finished as Reserve Champions and tottered exhausted to the podium where they could barely stand without falling off, but so pleased and proud of themselves, their ponies and Eglinton Hunt Pony Club.

Our congratulations go to Banwell and to the Pony Club for a truly great competion and the institution that Pony Club Games has become!

Brilliant, Well done to team Eglinton – Thank you to all concerned – No-one ever said it would be easy! 

Here's to next year's winners and the future....!

Thank you all 

Sheena T-W

