Dangerous Boys Rallies – report

Rallies for Dangerous Boys? Or Dangerous Rallies for Boys? Either way, in this day of pc (political correctness, not Pony Club!) it was great to have special rallies dedicated to the male minority who don’t care so much about grooming and looking smart, but just want to get on and have fun.

“Bring a penknife, a piece of string and a rude joke” were the instructions, plus an assurance that there would be no tack inspections or prizes for turn-out. Not sure what the knife and string were for, but I know that jokes, laughs, good humoured rivalry and daring were shared. Hats off to John Cartner for providing a fun yet challenging framework whilst ensuring that the importance of proper flatwork and precision in jumping were emphasised. 

Over the four weeks most of the boys in the branch benefitted from John’s excellent instruction over the cross country jumps at Barskimming. Angus, Matthew and Ewan        were in the early evening group for younger riders, with Jack, Michael, Hamish, Christopher and Taylor in the older group. They splashed in the river, jumped loads of the cross country jumps, explored caves, ran up hills on foot, and generally enjoyed having “boy time” together with a male instructor. 
One of John’s aims was obviously to encourage independence, so Mums had to stay at least one field away – no possibility of telling our little or not-so-little ones they couldn’t jump that   fence, or running to pick up their dropped stick. Actually it probably meant they could tell those rude jokes in peace! On the second last evening all boys had to untack, wash off and load up their horses unaided by Mums. On the last night Mums were just drivers as the boys had to unload, get ready to ride and then load up at the end all by themselves. It was great to see the boys helping each other with this, as well as ribbing each other for forgetting things. Definitely good to know they are competent to manage themselves now (we just have to let them get on with it and not run round after them!).

For all the boys this has been excellent training for their early summer competitions: Regional Tetrathlon, Junior Area eventing and Novice Challenge eventing – the results speak for themselves as all boys have done really well.
Highlights/lowlights for the boys: Angus fording the River Ayr several times and jumping 2ft 6”, Christopher not being able to load Molly, Michael getting splashed in the river, Jack not getting the bit into Hannah’s mouth before she wandered off, Hamish not able to climb onto Duke, Taylor at the bottom of the rugby scrum….

Highlights for Mums: enjoying long leisurely walks on warm sunny evenings in a beautiful setting.

Our thanks to Heather Galbraith for letting us use Barskimming. Our special thanks go to John Cartner, the very best kind of “male mentor” (see that classic book “Raising Boys” for the reasons that boys need time together with other men). Can we have some more Dangerous Boys rallies soon?
