Blair Castle Games Report 2009

As the games season draws to a close, Team Eglinton set off for the annual fixture at Blair Atholl. It is a huge International event with cross country, show jumping and dressage at the highest level, together with a great country fair and numerous displays.

With a games season seeing fewer teams - particularly in juniors - it was great to find 40 teams entered, evenly split between seniors and junior competitions.

This meant three finals for each, and a long long day of games, mixed with some brilliant shopping for which Blair is so famous.


Eglinton PC family – Mike, Karen, Harris, Katie and Angus Ritchie arrived ahead of the games teams on Friday to compete in the NPS M & M WHP final. 

With the only clear round over a difficult course, Katie and her lovely grey pony Lonan Forest Ranger set the scene by securing a win in the 122cm section. - Well done Katie!

Games day on Saturday started with the Seniors. 

A transformed Eglinton Senior A team coasted through the heats into the senior high road final. The Senior B's worked well and secured a middle road B final place too. 

Junior heats followed and the Junior A's fairly trotted into their high road final. With almost straight wins and near maximum points they were definitely the class team on the field. 

The Junior B's worked well, getting into the Junior middle road final. This team has brought on some promising combinations for next season and without doubt will get the success they deserve.

Our first team to face a final were the Senior B's. As they reached midway it seemed a number of teams were battling it out all on around 20 points - including Eglinton. It seemed an appropriate point to stop watching (went shopping!)  keeping fingers crossed that they stayed calm and kept gaining the points. They emerged winners - a perfect end to the Senior B's season. 

Well done girls! - Robyn, Cecile, Rachael, Tiffany, Chelsea and especially Frances, who with endless patience and kindness has guided this team through the season.

It was the turn of the Junior A's but where were they? Possibly tacking up, grooming or fine tuning their ponies maybe? NO! - so great was their confidence they had gone shopping, socializing and eating!!!!!

Totally unperturbed by their demented trainer, they trotted in clearly expecting an easy win. Full of confidence from their championship success they coasted to victory in the first few races. As a few tiny mistakes crept in during the final races they kept their composure like the true little professionals they have become, but also not noticing their friends and neighbours Kirkintilloch and Campsie just sneaking in to pip them at the post by one point. They were delighted for the Kirkie team who have really supported Eggie since Cheshire in June and they have all become friends. This is what Pony Club games is all about.

Well done to Kirkie - but Eglinton Juniors ran really well and the best team came 2nd!!!

By now we had all been at Blair for 12 hours. The shops were closing and everyone was getting tired. The Senior A's had to pick themselves up and run their final. They were against the best teams in Scotland who have been beating Eggie all season. This is when you wished they were actually in the B final! 

Nobody expected or even dared to hope Eglinton could win. So much so that most of us went home!!!!

On behalf of everyone, we are so, so, sorry that most of us missed your finest hour. Not only did Eglinton Senior A's win, they had all but won from  the half-way point onwards. 

Well done girls, what a huge effort and achievement. Its easy to win when everything's going your way but not so easy when you have had a bad run of form. Brilliant all of you – Katie, Caitlyn, Robyn, Caitlin, Zoe and not forgetting winning trainer, Mary, - what a hero!

Back where Eglinton belongs – WINNERS

Sheena T-W
